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New Campaign Ads Focus on 
Sen. Scottôs Plans for 
Medicare, Social Security 

   A new ad 
campaign 
launched this 
week focused on 
Sen. Rick Scott's 
(FL) plan to 
"sunset" Social 
Security and 

Medicare after five years. Scott 
is the chairman of the National 
Republican Senatorial 
Committee, which recruits and 
supports Republican candidates 
for the U.S. Senate. 
The proposal in the so-called 
11-point ñRescue America Planò 
of Scott, a Florida Republican 
and chairman of the National 
Republican Senatorial 
Committee, is the focus of 
Facebook ads funded by the 
Democratic National Committee 
aimed at seniors in Senate 
battleground states. 
Scottôs plan would require 
Congress to vote every five 
years on whether to continue 
Medicare and Social Security. 
The Scott plan also calls for 
raising taxes on low- and middle
-income Americans, including 
retirees who rely solely on 
Social Security for their income. 
President Biden criticized the 
plan during a speech about 
inflation on Tuesday, noting that 
imposing new limits on Social 

Security and 
Medicare could 
endanger the 
programs in the 
future. "Really, 
ask yourself: How 
well are we going 
to sleep at night 
knowing that every five years, 
MAGA Republicans ð if 
theyôre still the Republican ð as 
I said, this is not your fatherôs 
Republican Party ð if weôre 
going to have to vote on whether 
you will have Social Security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid, and 
what amounts youôll have in 
each of those programs?" Biden 
asked. 
ñAmericans need to 
understand what powerful 
Republican Senators want to do 
to the benefits retirees have paid 
for and earned over a lifetime of 
work,ò said Robert Roach, Jr., 
President of the Alliance. ñIt 
serves as a warning about the 
GOPôs agenda for Social 
Security and Medicare and what 
seniors could face if the 
Republicans retake Congress in 
November.ò 
Alert: Scammers Using 
Alliance Logo to Obtain 
Banking Information 

The Alliance has received 
reports of someone using the 
Alliance logo maliciously in 
order to obtain people's personal 
data and banking information. 
The scammer claims to be 
helping the recipient get lottery 
and/or Publishers Clearing 
House winnings they are 
supposedly owed but actually 
has criminal intentions. The 
initial contact may come by 

phone. 
ñThe Alliance is not associated 
with any effort to collect lottery 
or Publishers Clearing House 
winnings,ò said President Roach. 
ñIf you are contacted by 
someone you do not have a 
business relationship with, and 
they are asking for your personal 
information, including bank 
account numbers, do not respond 
to them and DO NOT provide 
the requested information.ò 
No legitimate sweepstakes or 
lottery will ask you to PAY 
anything (or share credit card or 
bank account info) to get your 
winnings. Additional 
information on scams from the 
Federal Trade Commission is 
available here 
Older Americans Month: A 
Chance to Put Aside 

Stereotypes About 
Aging 

   Americansô 
stereotypes about 
growing older have 
real consequences 
for the countryôs 
aging population. 
Through the 

process of structural ageism, 
media portrayals of older people 
as senile, sick, or unproductive 
have become ingrained in our 
institutions. This prejudice is 
often learned at a young age, 
which pushes older Americans to 
absorb these negative views after 
a lifetime of indoctrination. 
Those negative beliefs about 
aging can create unwelcome 
ramifications for older 
Americans' mental and physical 
health. 
One study from the Yale 

School of Public Health found 
that for people over the age of 
50, holding negative beliefs 
about aging shortened their life 
expectancy by 7.5 years. Ageism 
was also associated with an 
increased risk of heart attacks, 
strokes, Alzheimerôs disease, 
reduced mobility, and anxiety 
and depression. 
Similarly, when older 
Americansô medical concerns 
are dismissed as a sign of 
ógrowing older,ô healthcare 
providers may ignore otherwise 
alarming symptoms and miss 
opportunities for early medical 
intervention. 
However, the adverse health 
effects associated with ageism 
can be mitigated by nurturing a 
positive outlook towards 
growing older. Instead of 
dwelling on the negatives of 
aging, experts recommend that 
older people focus on the things 
they can control, remain engaged 
in their communities, and stay 
physically and mentally active. 
ñWith May being Older 
Americans Month, we have an 
opportunity to fight misleading 
stereotypes and reinforce 
positive thinking,ò said Richard 
Fiesta, Executive Director of the 
Alliance. ñThe evidence proves 
that the negative attitudes that 
some people hold towards aging 
can harm their ability to live a 
full life.ò 
.  
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NATIONAL WEP/GPO REPEAL TASK FORCE 
DAY OF ACTION & RALLY  
May 18, 2022 Washington D.C. 

RI Senator 
Whitehouse 

RI Congressman  
Cicilline  Congressman 

Larson 

Sen. Whitehouse 
RI ARA VP 
Roger Boudreau 

Rep. Cicilline  
CT. ARA Pres. 
Bette Marafino 

RI Sen. Whitehouse 
Ct. ARA Pres. 
Bette Marafino 

Suzie Dixon 
CALRTA Pres. 
Bette Marafino 
Rep. Larson 

RI Rep. Cicilline 
CALRTA 
Pres. Dixon 

Julie Rivera Horwin 
NEA AZ. 

Retired Teachers 

Dick Wurfel 
Maine Retired 
Firefighter  

Roger 
Boudreau 
RI ARA 
VP 

Retired Teachers 
Retired CALRTA 
members 

MA. Rep. 
Seth 
Moulton 

On Wednesday, May 18, 
2022 members of the National 
WEP/GPO Repeal Task Force 
gathered in Washington D. C. to 
advocate for the full repeal of 
the egregious Windfall 
Elimination Provision and 
Government Pension Offset of 
the Social Security Act. 
The task Force has been 
meeting twice a week for the last 
18 months preparing for this 
meet and greet with 
congressional members in 
support of legislation 

 H.R. 82, by Representative 
Rodney Davis (R) (IL) 

 H.R. 5723 by 
Representative John 
Larson (D) (CT) 

 S. 1302, by Senator 
Sherrod Brown (D) (OH) 

 S. 3071, by Senator 
Richard Blumenthal (D) 
(CT) 
The Task Force also held a 
Repeal the WEP/GPO rally 
near the Capital that was 
attended by about 100 people. 
Both retired and active 
teachers, firefighters, police 
officers, city & state municipal 
& federal employees along 
with others from cost to cost 
that are affected by the WEP/
GPO and to visit Congressional 
members, Democratic and 
Republican, to ask for their 
support to repeal the egregious 
WEP/GPO that penalizes over 
9 million retired and future 
retirees, the majority of which 
are women, across the United 
States who are being robbed by 

as much as an 88% a month in 
their Social Security Benefit. 
Rhode Island ARA Vice-
President Roger Boudreau, a 
Task Force committee 
member, participated in the 
preparation and presentation of 
the event. 
There were several key 
speakers including 
Congressman John Larson, 
(author of H. R. 5723), of 
Connecticut, Senator Sheldon 
Whitehouse & Congressman 
David Cicilline of Rhode 
Island and Congressman Seth 
Moulton of Massachusetts 
along with committee members 
Bette Marafino, CT ARA 
President, Suzie Dixon, 
CALRTA President, Julie 
Rivera Horwin NEA AZ. Retired 
Teachers, Dick Wurfel, Maine 

Retired Firefighter & Bonnie 
Cediel, SS Fairness. 
RI ARA Roger Boudreau meet 
with the RI Congressional 
members, Senator Jack Reed, 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Congressman David Cicilline in 
their offices. Congressman Jim 
Langevin wasnôt in Washington 
that day, however, a zoom 
meeting was held with ARA 
President, John a. Pernorio, 
Roger Boudreau and Rose Marie 
Cipriano at 4 pm that afternoon. 
All of the RI Congressional 
members support the WEP/GPO 
repeal. A big THANK YOU to 
Rhode Island Sen, Whitehouse 
& Rep. Cicilline for their 
participation in the rally and to 
Roger Boudreau for his help. 
 
Click here to view the video of 
the Rally 
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Farewell to Past Chairman 
George A. Smith 
   Mr. George A. 
Smith (1930-2022) 
served as Chairman 
of The Senior 
Citizens League 
(TSCL) Board of 

Trustees in 1997 and again from 
2001 - 2005 and as an advisor 
from 2005-2007. 
Mr. Smith was held in high 
esteem of the employees he 
oversaw and the Board of 
Trustees that he led. He garnered 
the utmost respect from the 
hundreds of Members of 
Congress and their staff that he 
routinely met with during his 
tenure at TSCL. 
Under his direction and 
leadership, the organization went 
from a one-issue legislative 
agenda to an organization 
focused on hundreds of issues 
that are of concern to senior 
citizens. He spearheaded the 
organizations development from 
just advocacy to being a public 
education powerhouse of 
information on legislation, the 
inadequacy of the Cost-of-Living 
Adjustment, the excessive cost of 
prescription drugs and so many 
more issues. Because of him 
TSCL gained nationwide 
recognition as the reputable 
senior citizens social advocacy 
organization that is today. 
TSCLôs Board of Trustees are 
all volunteers and receive no pay 
for the demanding work they put 
in, and none more so than Mr. 
George Smith. He will be missed. 

**** 
Covid Booster Shots 
Critical for Seniors 

If you have been watching the 
news, you know that deaths from 
COVID-19 are on the rise again 
after several weeks of increasing 
rates of new infections sparked 
by Omicron variants. 
As a stealth wave of Covid 
makes its way across the US, 
those who have so far evaded the 
virus are now falling ill ð while 
others are catching Covid for a 
second, third or even fourth time. 
The U.S. averaged roughly 365 
daily deaths, up 7% from about 
342 two weeks ago. While that is 
still a fraction of where things 
stood several months ago when 
the daily average was in the 
thousands, there is growing 

concern that only about 1 in 
3 Americans 65 and older 
who completed their initial 
vaccination round still have not 
received a first booster shot. 
This is extremely troubling 
because this age group continues 
to be at the highest risk for 
serious illness and death from 
covid-19. 
According to a report 
from Kaiser Health News, 
ñAmong older people who died 
of covid in January 31% had 
completed a first vaccination 
round but had not been boosted 
é.ò 
The report continues, 
ñAlthough the initial one- or two-
dose vaccination course is 
effective at preventing 
hospitalization and 
death, immunity fades over time. 
Boosters, which renew that 
protection, are especially 
important for older people now 
that covid cases are rising again, 
more transmissible omicron 
subvariants are proliferating, and 
Americans are dropping their 
masks é.ò 

* * * * 
FDA Issues Warning About 
Counterfeit Covid Tests 
On top of the increasing 
number of covid-related 
infections and deaths, last week 
the Food and Drug 
Administration put out a warning 
that the public needs to be aware 
of counterfeit at-home over the 
counter (OTC) COVID-19 
diagnostic tests circulating in the 
United States. 
According to a press release 
from the FDA, "Counterfeit 
COVID-19 tests are tests that 
are not authorized, cleared, or 
approved by the FDA for 
distribution or use in the United 
States, but are made to look like 
authorized tests so the users will 
think they are the real, FDA-
authorized test." 
The FDA is currently aware of 
two counterfeit at-home 
diagnostic tests: counterfeit 
Flowflex COVID-19 Antigen 
Home Tests and iHealth COVID-
19 Antigen Rapid Test Kits. 
Here are some of the signs to 
look for in order to detect a 
counterfeit covid test: 

 Poor print quality of images 
or text on the outside box 
label for the product or in the 

instructions for use 
included in the box. 

 Missing information on 
the outside box label for the 
product, such as the lot 
number, expiration date, or 
barcode or QR codes. 

 Grammatical or spelling 
errors found in product 
labeling. 

 Components of the kits do 
not match the content 
description (for example, 
missing Instructions for Use, 
missing or unfilled 
components, different 
number of components than 
listed). 

 Tradename for product 
printed on component or box 
labels differ from the 
authorized labeling found on 
the FDA website: At-Home 
OTC COVID-19 
Diagnostic Tests | FDA. 

 The box label or printed 
instructions for use look 
different from the authorized 
labeling found on the FDA 
website: At-Home OTC 
COVID-19 Diagnostic Tests 
| FDA. 
You can more information 
about the FDA warning 
here: Counterfeit Covid Tests 

* * * * 
Drug Companies 
and Price Gouging 

The high cost of prescription 
drugs is on the top of the list of 
concerns that many seniors have, 
especially as the increasing rate 
of inflation has forced so many 
seniors to spend their limited 
income on other necessary items. 
TSCL has been fighting to get 
Congress to lower drug prices, 
but the legislation is blocked in 
the Senate because of 
disagreements between and 
among Republicans and 
Democrats. 
Part of the reason for that is the 
huge amount of money the big 
drug companies have been 
spending to lobby 
Congress not to pass new 
legislation. 
In addition, there has been 
infighting between various 
businesses and groups that are 
part of the complicated system 
that provides prescription drugs 
to the American people, one side 
blaming the other for the high 

prices, while also fighting to 
maintain their huge profits. 
Last week, StatNews, a news 
source that reports exclusively on 
health care issues, published an 
article about a man who was ña 
pioneer of the argument that 
drugs were often underpriced and 
prices should be based on their 
value to patients and society, a 
strategy today known as value-
based pricing. If someone 
thought the price was too high, 
then they simply needed to be 
educated about the drugôs true 
value. It is an argument that drug 
companies have used to justify 
ever-higher prices.ò 
The man, whose name is Mick 
Kolassa, was at one time 
ñperhaps the most sought-after 
drug pricing guru in the United 
States.ò 
But, according to the article, ñé 
in recent years, he has mostly 
stepped away from consulting 
about drug pricing, dismayed by 
how companies were distorting 
the concept of óvalue-based 
pricingô and taking advantage of 
a broken market to price gouge. 
According to the article, ñThe 
language of óvalueô became not 
simply part of the decision-
making process leading to those 
higher prices, but also the way to 
justify them to the public. It 
eventually replaced the 
traditional explanation of high 
R&D costs as the industryôs go-
to defense for high drug prices. 
ñAs more and more drug 
companies became aggressive on 
pricing, there were increases not 
just in launch prices but also in 
the emergence of regular price 
increases for drugs that were 
already on the market.ò 
There is much more information 
in the article, and you can read it 
in its entirety by clicking on the 
link at the end of this article. 
But the article makes clear, as 
TSCL has been saying for a long 
time, drug prices are way too 
high, and Congress needs to take 
action immediately to lower drug 
prices ï regardless of what the 
big drug companies are 
saying.  Read the full article 
here: Drug Pricing Playbook 

Senior Citizens League Update for Week Ending May 14, 2022 
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During the COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency (PHE), the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) created several 
exceptions to how Medicaid, 
Marketplace plan subsidies, and 
Medicare Savings Programs 
handled annual recertifications 
confirming peopleôs continued 
eligibility for those programs. 
While these changes have been 
important to protecting continuity 
of care and coverage during the 
pandemic, as the PHE ends, older 
adults and people with disabilities 
could experience significant gaps 

in coverage and care 
unless CMS and 
states take steps to 
protect them. 
This week, Medicare Rights 
and several other organizations 
sent a letter to CMS asking them 
to prioritize actions to protect 
those who have become eligible 
for Medicare during the PHE. 
These actions include providing 
direction and technical assistance 
to state Medicaid agencies and 
undertaking educational 
campaigns. If needed, avenues for 
relief should be established for 

people who miss their 
Medicare and 
Medigap enrollment 
periods, are 

improperly disenrolled from 
Medicaid, or are not enrolled in 
or assessed for a Medicare 
Savings Program to which they 
are entitled. 
The end of the PHE poses 
coverage risks as states resume 
administrative work like 
redeterminations. Some 
individuals may have had 
changes in circumstances that 
will make them ineligible for 

current coverage, may have 
changed addresses that make 
them hard to contact, and may 
overlook the need to make 
coverage decisions or provide 
information. At Medicare Rights, 
we support and applaud the steps 
CMS has taken to make coverage 
transitions as painless as possible. 
We encourage a close look at 
measures that will enable older 
adults and people with disabilities 
to gain Medicare coverage 
seamlessly. 

Health insurance prices are soaring 

The national uproar over rising 
prices is justified. Every family 
on a budget ð and thatôs most 
of us ð suffers when prices rise 
faster than wages for the basic 
necessities of life like food, fuel, 
housing and health é Whoops, I 
was about to write health care, 
but when I dug deep into 
yesterdayôs inflation report, I 
discovered medical services 
prices rose just 3.5% over the 
past year, less than half the 8.3% 
rate for all goods and services. 
This is pretty much in line 
with the past decadeôs trend in 
overall medical prices, which 
have gone up only 2.8% per year 
on average. Thatôs one reason 
why overall healthcare spending 
as a share of the economy 
remained relatively stable over 

the past ten years at around 17-
18% of gross domestic product. 
That is, it was stable until 
COVID-19 came along. The 
massive government injection of 
cash into hospitals and physician 
offices, just as the economy was 
going into a tailspin, ballooned 
the sectorôs share of GDP to 
20%. In other words, health care 
spending remained steady while 
the rest of the economy tanked. 
However, the economy has 
recovered rapidly from the 
pandemic lockdowns. The latest 
government forecast 
projects health spendingôs share 
of the economy will return to pre
-pandemic levels by the end of 
this year, largely because prices 
in the sector have remained 
relatively tame while prices 

elsewhere skyrocket. 
So if prices for the delivery of 
health care remain under control, 
why are insurance prices, which 
presumably are based on the 
underlying cost of care, soaring? 
Last year, prices for health 
insurance rose a stunning 10.4%, 
which is even faster than 
inflation in the rest of the 

economy. While insurance 
prices are notoriously volatile 
and are even known to decline in 
some years (itôs known as the 
insurance cycle ð donôt ask), 
prices for coverage have gone up 
on average 5.3% over the last 
decade or nearly twice the 
overall rate of health care 
inflationé.Read More 

Medicare Rights Center and Partners Ask CMS to 
Ease Transition Issues Ahead of End of Public Health Emergency 

New Campaign Urges Senate Action on Prescription Drug Pricing  

Medicare Rights recently 
joined over 70 organizations to 
launch the campaign ñPush For 
Lower Rx Prices.ò The groups 
are calling on the Senate to 
advance a reconciliation package 
by Memorial Day that includes 
the drug pricing provisions in the 
House-passed bill. 
Medicare Rights has long 
supported reforms to lower drug 
prices and costs. This includes 
those approved by the House that 
would restructure Part D to 
correct misaligned incentives and 
cap beneficiary costs, allow 
Medicare to negotiate drug 
prices, and penalize drug 
manufacturers for price hikes that 

outpace inflation. 
Together, these policies 
would achieve historic 
coverage and 
affordability gains, better 
ensuring that all people with 
Medicare have meaningful access 
to care. 
Voters agree. A new national 
survey demonstrates 
overwhelming bipartisan support 
for comprehensive prescription 
drug reform: 83% of voters back 
Medicare negotiation, 77% favor 
limiting annual drug price 
increases, and 67% want 
Congress to take action to lower 
prices set by manufacturers, not 
just reduce out-of-pocket costs. 

Other recent polling from 
the Kaiser Family 
Foundation confirms that 
lowering prescription drug 

prices is the number one health 
care issue Americans want 
Congress to tackle this year. 
That survey also found that 
high health care and prescription 
drug prices continue to weigh 
heavily on consumers. Half of all 
respondents delayed or went 
without care in the past year due 
to costs, and nearly one-thirdð
including 43% of those with 
annual incomes under $40,000ð
did not fill a prescription, cut 
pills in half or skipped doses, or 
took an over-the-counter product 

instead of a prescription due to 
affordability concerns. 
These findings underscore the 
need for swift action. Congress 
must immediately reform the 
nationôs drug pricing system in 
ways that will strengthen 
Medicare and improve 
beneficiary well-being. Absent 
such intervention, unaffordability 
will continue to rise, pricing an 
ever-growing number of 
Americans out of 
needed medicationsandcoverag
e, leading to worse health 
outcomes and higher costs in the 
future. 
Learn more about the Push 
for Lower Rx Prices campaign. 

mailto:riarajap@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/354516807278/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20220328.49033/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20220328.49033/
https://justcareusa.org/health-insurance-prices-are-soaring/

